
 

 
                                Monkland and Stretford Parish Council 

 

               Minutes of the Monkland & Stretford Annual Parish Meeting held on 

Tuesday 22nd May 2018 from 7.00pm in Monkland Village Hall, Monkland. 

 

  PRESENT:    Cllr A. Turner; Cllr K Hindle; Cllr R Allen; Cllr L Brook                                  

                         Parish Clerk: Mrs Lesley Hay and Ward Cllr Trish Marsh; 

 

Two members of the public and Wendy Jancey (Village Hall Representative) 

 

Acceptance of apologises for absence: Chris Blaydon (Footpaths Officer) and PCSO S. 

Annette  

 

1. Approval of minutes from 10th May 2017 - Minutes approved, adopted and signed as a 

true record. 

 

2. Chairman’s Annual Report. 

 

The Chairman welcomed those present to the Monkland & Stretford Annual Parish Meeting 

2018. 

 

Welcome to our Ward Councillor, Trish Marsh who, since her election as Ward Councillor, 

has been a regular attendee to our Parish Council meetings for which I would like to thank 

her.  Thanks also for being proactive with items arising from the meetings. 

 

The Parish Council has been through a transitional period in 2018, with the retirement of 

previous chairman, Jenny Barnes and vice chairman, Malcolm Weatherhead 

 

Between them, they had been councillors for many years and have a great deal of 

knowledge of Monkland Parish which, hopefully, is not all lost. They are still both living in 

the village, so I am sure, should we need any reminders on past events, we can tap into their 

extensive knowledge. 

 

So, what's gone on in the Parish during the last year. 

 

I’ll start with the perennial topic - the A44 road through the village - yet again, results from 

police speeding checks have shown that the A44 through the Monkland boundary does not 

warrant a speed reduction to 40mph. I am not suggesting that is in any way the end of our 

campaign to get a reduced limit but it is challenging because, yet again, the Safer Roads 

Partnership have stated that they would not support a reduction. 

 

Thanks go to Karen for allowing the Parish to hold two meetings at Monkland Cheese Shop 

to discuss the A44 problems. 

 

At the east side of the village, work is now complete in an attempt traffic to slow down in 

both directions when approaching the bend over the river. New signage has been installed 

along with anti-skid road surface. 



 

Balfour Beatty still have a TRO to complete that will move the existing 50mph signage some 

distance further east and paint a new 50mph sign on the road surface. 

 

It has also been agreed that Pleck Lane and Tagwell Lane will become a 30mph zone and 

new signs will be erected -we have no indication when this is planned to be completed. 

 

The Parish Council continue to work with locality steward, James Howell, and thank him for 

his support. 

 

After 30years it was sad to hear that 2017 would be the last spring/autumn village shows 

held in the village hall in their existing format. Thanks go out to Wendy and Janet for their 

work in staging the shows for so many years. 

 

So, 2018 will see a new format with only one show taking place at the village hall in August.    

Julia Bestall, Rachel Allen, Lynn Hanley and Lesley Hay have volunteered to put the show 

together so let’s all assist to ensure that we can continue to show what the village has to 

offer. 

 

2017 saw some better weather -  but, unfortunately, not without the odd shower during the 

summer fete held in the garden of The Beeches in Old Road.   Thanks goes to Mrs Porter for 

having the fete in her lovely gardens as she has done for many years. 

 

After a year of being closed, the village pub reopened under the new name of "The 

Monkland Arms" - not exactly a new name but going back to one of its previous name. 

 

We welcome Jed and Ali, the new owners, to the village and wish them every success with 

their new venture. 

 

The pub now has a permanent chef, Chris, who lives in the village and assisted by his 

partner, Sophie. 

 

Traditionally, pubs are a hub of village life, so let’s try and make this happen in our village.  

 

 Jed and Ali kindly accepted the installation of the village defibrillator to the outside wall of 

the pub.  Training was arranged in the pub regarding the use of the defibrillator and was 

well attended by approx. 15-20 people.  The defibrillator has been registered with the first 

responders at the west midlands ambulance service and its registration number is displayed 

on the front of the yellow defibrillator cabinet. 

 

Building is now well under way on the construction of 5 new houses at the west end of Old 

Road, the first of which is already for sale. The developer reported at a Parish Meeting that 

site completion was due for the end of 2018 – however, this may well have been delayed due 

to this winter's weather. 

 

The following planning permissions have been granted throughout the last year. 

 



Wall End Farm - change of redundant agricultural building into holiday accommodation 

and office. 

 

Bainstree Farm -addition of an agricultural workers dwelling/office and detached garage. 

 

The Coach House - wooden sun room extension to the west end of existing property. 

 

Leapyards, Stretford - revision to change the external finish of a building to horizontal 

feather edged boarding. 

 

In February, a meeting was arranged with George Thompson, a well-known "commons 

expert" on matters relating to common spaces. George kindly came to Monkland village hall 

to meet up with parish councillors, Trish Marsh and villagers to answer questions regarding 

rights to a common. 

 

It was a very informative meeting that was finished by all attendees walking onto Monkland 

common for further discussion and questions. I’m sure we all learnt from the afternoon and 

my thanks go out to George for sparing the time to come and speak with us. 

 

Also, in February, a 'taster day' was arranged in the village hall.  Sadly, this was nothing to 

do with tasting fine wines but a day of events to promote exercise and wellbeing within the 

community. 

 

The organisation, "Ignite" put on the day consisting of pottery, Nordic walking, tai chi class 

and playing bridge. Each session was well attended and arising from the taster day, the 

village now has a weekly tai chi class on a Thursday, held in the village hall. 

 

I now would like to thank the following - 

 

Thanks to all of the Parish Councillors for the time and effort they give to the Parish Council 

and the village. 

 

Thanks to Chris Blaydon, our village footpaths officer for making sure there is a well-

trodden path throughout the network of Monkland footpaths. 

 

Thanks to the lengthsman, Dave Campbell, for his work in and around the village. 

 

and last, but by no means least - 

 

Thanks to our Parish Clerk, Lesley Hay for her continuing hard work keeping the parish 

business in order, along with publishing the Monkland Newsletter. Lesley has had a tough 

time of late dealing with the onset of the data protection act, battling through numerous 

documents and instructions, to ensure that Monkland Parish Council is in line when the 

regulation comes into force in May. 

 

Thanks also go to Peter Povall, an Old Road resident, who has kindly offered to assist Lesley 

with areas within the Data Protection Act. 



 

and finally -  

 

We had the sad loss of three of our residents in this past year - Olive Dubois and Norman 

Burrows who both lived in Old Road and Gordon Underhill from Monkland Common, well 

known by all in Monkland. 

 

Village hall report given by Wendy Jancey – please see attached. 

No issues were presented for open discussion that will not be covered during the Annual 

Parish Council Meeting. The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15 p.m. 

 

Signed:                                                                                 

 

(Chairman) 

 

Date: 

 

 



 


