
 

 

 

Monkland and Stretford Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Monkland & Stretford Parish Council 

held on  

Tuesday 19th November 2019 from 7.00pm 

 in Monkland Village Hall, Monkland. 

 

Website address: monkland.org 

 

PRESENT:  Cllr L Brook (Chairman) Cllr P Povall; Cllr M Louth; 

Cllr A Turner (Vice Chairman) and Cllr T Neave.  

 

Present: Lesley Hay (Parish Clerk) Ward Cllr Trish Marsh;  

 

Two members of the public present.  

 

The Chairman welcomed those present to the November meeting. 

 

  

MINUTES: 

 

1. Acceptance of apologises for absence – Lee Fishwick – Locality 

Steward 

 

2. Declarations of interests, Disclosable Pecuniary, Non-Disclosable 

Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary interests – none declared 

 

3. To receive a report from the local Police Officer – no representative 

present.   

 

4. Ward Councillor’s report:  

There is a lot of looking ahead just now as we are drafting the Council’s 

Corporate Plan for the next 4 years. Already thought is being put into 



the new waste contract, due for renewal in 2023. We’re looking at how 

tech can help support the elderly and vulnerable in their own homes 

more safely. And at increasing tourism, which could be a real boost to 

the economy as staycations become more popular. 

Happily, the council is in sound financial health despite continued cuts 

over the past decade. This is especially important as demand for social 

care services for children and adults continues to rise. And of course, 

there is always a need for road maintenance, which topped the first 

round of public consultation priorities, just ahead of protecting the 

environment. Plus, so many other things that would benefit from 

support. 

We’d like your views on what is important as we move into the second 

round of consultation on the budget. We are particularly looking at 

how best to invest capital assets, largely accrued from the sale of 

Council small holdings by the last administration, over the next 4 years 

to make the most difference to the county. So, we would appreciate 

your views on proposals for housing, new ways of supporting the 

elderly, responding to climate change and more. You can find the 

budget consultation online at 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ambition. It’s open till December 

4th.  

There will also be a pop-up stall in Leominster’s Corn Square this 

coming Friday from 10-2pm - please do come along and talk to our 

staff. Decision making is also on the move on Wednesday 27 November 

at 6pm with a meeting of the Council’s Cabinet in Leominster Library. 

Another chance to see how council decision making works –you’re 

most welcome to come. If you’d like to ask a question it needs to be 

submitted by 5pm this Thursday to 

Councillorservices@herefordshire.gov.uk 

Flooding has raised many questions locally and nationally about how 

best to cope with increasingly intense rainfall. The Council plans to 

extend funding for natural flood schemes which aim to increase 

absorption of water upstream to reduce the speed of runoff and 



modulate flow. This of course will require partnership working with 

the Environment Agency and land owners. To me this seem the right 

approach – and one that fits well with Herefordshire’s natural 

environment. 

It was good to come to the Harvest Festival service in October, share 

the meal afterwards in the Village Hall and see the items collected for 

the foodbank. You’re a lively and caring community! 

Cllr Trish Marsh - Leominster South 

Please note: A very detailed report has been received from the 

Herefordshire Council Leader – David Hitchiner - this is available  

on Herefordshire Council website and on the Monkland website. 

 

5.  Chairman’s report: 

 (5.1) Harvest festival services have been held in both Stretford and 

Monkland.   

The Remembrance Service held on Monday 11th November was very 

well attended and the church was again beautifully decorated with 

poppies. Thanks to Wendy Jancey and Dee Griffiths. 

(5.2) We don’t Buy Crime – Smart water. 

Cllr Louth asked whether there had been any follow up on the Smart 

Water Project.  The Clerk explained that she had recently received an 

email from the Police Commissioner’s Co-Ordinator with regard to 

Community Engagement and that it was the Police Commission who 

had originally initiated the Smart Water Project.   

After further discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Louth would liaise with 

the Police Commissioner’s Co-ordinator on behalf of Monkland and 

report back to the next meeting.   

It was felt, however, that it was too short notice to include a 

questionnaire in this November edition of the Newsletter – but, once 



more information is available, an article/questionnaire recording 

interest in the scheme could be included in the Spring edition.  Clerk 

will forward the co-ordinator’s contact email address to Cllr Louth. 

(5.3) The Winter edition of the Monkland Newsletter is about to go to 

the printers if anyone has any articles please could they let the Clerk 

have them as soon as possible. 

 (5.4) Huge amounts of rain causing some road blockages on and off the 

Common. Fortunately, no damage to people and very little to housing, 

but some very deep water, and the River Arrow was very full and very 

fast flowing.   

During the discussion, it was suggested that maybe the PC and Locality 

Steward could liaise with Eardisland village to see if there were ways 

that could be suggested to help relieve the flooding issues in both 

villages.  It was suggested that perhaps Phil Pankhurst, Locality 

Steward for Eardisland, should be invited to come over to Monkland - 

meet with our Locality Steward and with the Councillors to discuss 

possible ways and means of achieving some flood relief along the River 

Arrow. 

The PC felt it would be beneficial to liaise with a representative from 

Lugg Drainage – but, as it might be a bit difficult to arrange to get 

everyone all together at one time - so it was agreed to invite the two 

Locality Stewards to a ‘village walk about’ in the first instance.  Clerk to 

arrange. 

 

 Other outstanding issues to be discussed with Monkland’s Locality 

Steward on the ‘walk about’ include – footpaths MK8 and MK12; road 

sweeper; the locations for a couple of Speed Indicator Devices; Baker 

Lea trees; drains and gullies by Cheese Shop; and replacing missing 

cats’ eyes along main road. 



(5.5) Correspondence has been received from a resident with regard to 

speeding along the A44 and the apparent lack of speed reduction 

following the work on the bridge and adjacent road surfaces.  It was 

agreed that, if we can’t reduce the speed limit to 40 mph on the A44 

which increasingly seems unlikely because of resistance from the 

Highway Authority and police, we should now concentrate on ensuring 

that as far as possible drivers adhere to the 50 MPH limit.  

It was agreed that the Parish Council should re-consider installing a SID 

and /or re-visiting the possibility of the village gateway scheme.  There 

was discussion on the feasibility of these schemes and it was agreed, 

before any further action is taken with regard to installing either/both of 

these schemes, that Cllr Neave would investigation statistics associated 

with the gateway scheme and Cllr Povall would investigate the statistics 

associated with installation of the SID.  Both to report back to the next 

meeting 

6. Footpath Officer’s report  

 

As we head into winter the footpaths are mostly clear of crops and 

undergrowth but I have not been resting on my laurels. In the last 

couple of months, I have again walked all of the paths and have 

cleared vegetation where I could and have spoken to landowners 

and asked them to also clear obstructions, which has mostly been 

done. Unfortunately, the recent flooding has impacted the number of 

paths which are accessible to us, putting additional pressure on the 

others. 

 

There are a number of repairs and remedial works which are 

required and I am addressing these including, the damaged bridge 

on path SK3 at Stretford. The damage was caused by a falling tree 

which has been mostly cleared and the bridge is open with care. 

Various finger and marker posts have been identified as loose and 

there is the large fallen tree on path MK2 which no doubt will be 

cleared once the ground can accommodate the necessary machinery. 



I’ve also identified some routes where Right of Way markers need to 

be improved to ensure it is easy to follow the paths. 

 

On this front, at the Parish Council meeting in November 2019 a 

question was raised about paths MK8 and MK12 not being joined, 

and the route between then being obstructed by “tied up” gates. This 

gap passes close to Wall End Farm house. With help from the Rights 

of Way team at Balfour Beatty I have researched this path thoroughly 

and can confirm that it is NOT a public right of way. However, the 

landowner is allowing the gap to be used as a permissive path for the 

enjoyment of the community. As a permissive path, there is a no 

requirement for the path to be unobstructed so “tied up” gates are 

acceptable. 

 

Lastly, on a very positive note, I have gained agreement from two of 

the landowners to improve the access for dog walking by improving 

existing stiles wherever possible to include a dog gate. Obviously, 

dogs should continue to be kept under control especially around 

livestock. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing 

you wandering one of the paths soon. Please let me know if you 

would like a copy of our local path map. 

 

7.  Monkland Common issues: 

  

It was acknowledged that a meeting of the Working Group should be 

arranged as soon as is conveniently possible for all concerned. 

 

Concerns to be discussed include the state of the far side of the 

common where vehicles are coming on and off transporting maize.  

The excessive amount of mud left on the road by these vehicles 

which could become a health and safety issue if not regularly 

cleared. The possibility of taking measures that may help reduce the 

flooding on the common.  



 

8. Open session - Matters raised by local residents. 

 

(8.1) A resident informed those present that she had gained a place 

on the Herefordshire Bee Keeper’s Association workshop to be held 

in the New Year.  She expressed her wish to help promote bees on 

association with the flora available on the common. 

 

(8.2) It was agreed that the PC’s would like to increase the wild 

flower areas and the habitat for pollinators on the common. With this 

in mind, Cllr Neave agreed to contact Caroline Hanks regarding a 

leaflet ‘Herefordshire Meadows’ in the hope that she may be able to 

direct the PC to a source of advice where they can follow up 

strategies which will aid future plans. 

 

(8.3) Defibrillator - Cllr Turner reported that he regularly inspects the 

defibrillator and when doing so on Sunday it showed that the 

batteries are in need of replacement.  The life span for these batteries 

is about two years. 

 

Councillors were reminded that any necessary replacement batteries 

can be funded from the surplus defibrillator funds raised during the 

fund raising imitative 2 years ago. Cllr Turner was asked to go ahead 

and purchase the two replacement batteries at a cost of £93.00 inc 

VAT.  A cheque was raised at the meeting.   

 

The Chairman closed the open session 

 

9. The minutes from Parish Council meeting held 17th September 2019 

were unanimously approved as a true record and were adopted as 

such and signed by the chairman. 

 

 

 

 



    10. Finance.  

 

10.1   Current Schedule of Payments had been circulated and it was 

unanimously agreed to paid the outstanding invoices and the clerk 

raised the cheques. 

 

10.2   The Clerk explained that the Precept application form for 

2020/21 has been received.  

A draft forecast of expenditure for the remainder of the financial 

year had been circulated.  After much discussion it was 

unanimously agreed – by a show of hands – to increase the Precept 

application to £9450 for 2020-21. The Clerk will forward the Precept 

application form. 

     

  11.   Highway; Locality Steward and Environmental Matters. 

11.1 Lengthsman worksheet -November/December– nothing 

outstanding. 

 

11.2 Sandbags - after much discussion with regard to possible 

purchase and storage of sandbags – it was agreed that the Parish 

Council have no obligation to purchase or provide sandbags. It was, 

therefore, unanimously agreed not to purchase sandbags in the 

future. 

 

11.3 Derrick has been contacted with regard to mowing the daffodil 

banks. 

 

11.4 The clerk confirmed that she has already ordered the road 

sweeper but that it make take a couple of weeks before the visit.  The 

Clerk was asked to find out the day this visit is likely to happen – so 

that cars on Baker Lea can be moved– otherwise the sweeper does 

not have a clear run.  The Clerk will liaise with the Locality Steward. 

 

11.5 Lee Fishwick – Locality Steward - walk about to be arranged – 

for details see Chairman’s Report. 



 

    12.    Planning issues – no new planning applications received to date. 

 

12.1 It was noted that work has begun on Plot A – land previously 

owned by Mr Marfell.  An entrance has been made in the hedge but 

the owner is still waiting for the Herefordshire Council to come and 

lower the grass verge.  Once this is done – this will then be the main 

entrance/exit for lorries delivering building supplies etc. 

 

12.2 There are still two houses for sale on the Pleck Orchard 

development. 

 

12.3 Surveyors have recently been on the land opposite Manor 

Cottage – land owned by Harpers.  It was noted that the hedge 

along the Old Road is now very high, thick and generally untidy.  It 

was agreed that the Clerk would approach Harpers to ask if the 

hedge could be trimmed and generally tidied before the birds return 

in the Spring. 

 

13.    Correspondence:  All correspondence had been circulated and 

there was no comment.   

 

Balfour Beatty summit to be held 6th December 2019 at Kingsland.  

Unfortunately, Cllr Turner is unable to attend the Balfour Beatty 

Parish Briefing on the 6th December. 

 

14.  Date of next full council meeting: Tuesday 21st January 2020 – 

with an earlier start - 7.00p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:                                                                   Date:   

 



Leader’s Newsletter 

Welcome to my first Leader’s Newsletter. This monthly update provides an overview of the key 

activity that Cabinet Members and I have been involved in, and aims to keep you better 

informed on cabinet and council activity. If you have any queries related to the topics covered, 

please contact the relevant Cabinet Member. 

We are working towards setting the 20/21 budget and a four year medium term financial 

strategy (MTFS) which sets out in broad details the ambitions of the council and how the budget 

is proposed to be realigned to deliver this ambition. In parallel to the budget process, work 

continues to develop the Corporate Plan 2020-2024 which describes the strategic priorities, 

direction of travel and high level plans for the next four years. 

Our proposed priorities are: 

· Build communities to ensure everyone lives well and safely together 

· Support an economy which builds on the county’s strengths and resources 

· Protect our environment and keep Herefordshire a great place to live 

We held a Parish Summit on the 20th September to launch the consultation with around ninety 

attendees. There were a series of events in different parts of the county, targeted focus groups 

and an online survey. These findings will now feed into the Budget Consultation in November. 

This engagement has allowed us to talk to over a thousand people- including some hard to reach 

communities and younger people. Feedback will inform the draft budget and corporate plan that 

will be proposed to full council in February 2020. 

Our resident magazine, Herefordshire Now, will be available in early November, with the theme 

‘Stay well this winter’. There will be multiple copies available for each councillor at Plough 

Lane. Please contact the communications team if you would like more copies. 

At the cabinet meeting on 24th October the Cabinet agreed to establish a new earmarked reserve 

of £150,000 to investigate different models of delivering council housing and a new earmarked 

reserve of £550,000 to enhance edge of care services for young people. This is an indication of 

two of the priorities of the new administration. 

For some of us the awful weather has dominated the past few days. Council officials and BBLP 

have been working hard to minimise the impact on people and properties. In my ward the rain 

has highlighted areas where drains are not working effectively. Areas of concern need to be 

logged with your locality steward, which I am sure you are doing. Where people are concerned, 

this is where our strong communities come into their own. For new councillors (such as me) we 

may not be aware of the systems the Council has in place to deal with emergencies such as this. 

I will be asking the appropriate directorate to communicate these systems to you. 

The Cabinet meeting on 27 November is being held in the library in Leominster. For those with 

Parish Councils at that end of the county in particular, could you please remind them that this 

location is being chosen to give people who live out of Hereford an easy opportunity to attend. 

Thank you. 



Commissioning, procurement and assets – Cllr Gemma Davies Cllr Davies is exploring how 

public procurement contracts can best support local businesses and communities. Cabinet 

members undertook a visit to Preston City Council in July to understand how they have 

introduced new ways of working. This included a review into their 300 largest public service 

contracts and sought out barriers to smaller businesses winning contracts. This approach has 

delivered around 23% of savings for the city council. As an example, their £2m school meals 

contracts was broken down into multiple smaller contracts of a size manageable to both large 

and smaller local businesses, which led to more local food being used in school meals and 

supported the wider local supply chain. 

Museums, Libraries and Archives Services have experienced significant budget reductions in 

recent years, without any significant closures or reductions in service and with the support of 

communities. Cllr Davies is focussed on reviewing the current allocated budgets and exploring 

the levels of investment required to protect what we have while providing a more sustainable 

future for these important services. She will be learning how other councils manage museum 

services to ensure we choose what is right for Herefordshire. Cllr Davies will also explore what 

investment is possible to protect our valued library services across the county, and also what can 

be achieved through additional funding, including capital investment in buildings and facilities, 

across Museums, Library and Archive services. 

Children and families – Cllr Felicity Norman Reports on Corporate Parenting Annual Report 

and the Fostering and Adoption Annual Report were discussed prior to going to the cabinet 

feeder and cabinet. 

Finance update provided to Cllr Norman and the increase in spend on LAC placements, which 

continues to be a challenge, reviewed. 

Slides on the budget 2020/2021 revenue and capital were reviewed in advance of cabinet 

briefing discussion. Concept of social care pool of revenue discussed along with need to spend 

on edge of care service, and getting to good (increasing the capacity of social work teams and 

quality assurance). 

Discussed aims and objectives, content, presentations and supporting materials for cabinet 

briefing sessions focusing on children and families on 1 October 2019. 

Reviewed August social care performance, including the continued challenge of recruitment, 

resulting caseloads particularly in our CP/Court teams, the recently launched dedicated 

recruitment campaign, the different progress in some key performance indicators. 

Environment, economy and skills – Cllr Trish Marsh There are a number of exciting new 

developments underway which will support the economic growth of the county. The Cyber 

Quarter - Midlands Centre for Cyber Security is a £9m joint venture between the council and the 

University of Wolverhampton. Located on Skylon Park (Hereford’s Enterprise Zone) 

construction is underway and due to be completed in summer 2020. The £7m redevelopment of 

a World War One Shell Store on the Enterprise Zone will establish the first business incubation 

space available in the county, and is also due to open in summer 2020. Construction has also 

commenced on the 178 bedroom first purpose-built student accommodation in Hereford on 

Station Approach. Due to be completed in September 2020, the student accommodation will 

support the development of higher education in Herefordshire, critical to supporting the growth 

of the economy. 



Fastershire as a Herefordshire Council programme has been named Best Public Sector Impact 

project that demonstrates an exemplary approach to supporting the deployment of new digital 

infrastructure. The Independent Networks Co-operative Association (INCA) has recognised the 

project’s approach in breaking down barriers to make progress in the deployment of broadband, 

using innovative ways of creating a step change in digital connectivity in a very rural areas. 

In 2012, less than 1% (0.6%) of Herefordshire premises has access to superfast broadband. The 

Fastershire project has so far achieved coverage of 88%, so there has been significant progress 

to provide faster broadband to businesses and residents. This coverage is set to increase to 97% 

with the current contracts delivered by Gigaclear, Airband and Openreach. 

A revised broadband strategy is due for a decision by Cllr Marsh in November, addressing how 

to complete the superfast broadband reach and deployment of full-fibre. The remaining premises 

will be 

some of the most difficult to reach and often isolated, so the council are looking a introducing a 

grant scheme as a way of getting broadband to those remaining areas. 

Finance and corporate services – Cllr Liz Harvey 

Herefordshire Council has signed up to the national digital declaration. This declaration aims to 

affirm collective ambition between local public services and national government specifically 

to: 

§ design services that best meet the needs of citizens 

§ challenge the technology market to offer the flexible tools and services we need 

§ protect citizens’ privacy and security 

§ deliver better value for money. 

These aims match Herefordshire Council’s approach to increase the use of the on-line services 

and the declaration allows the council to access additional training and funding opportunities. 

As part of the Modern Slavery Action 2015 local authorities are required to publish an annual 

statement on its activities to use its powers, influence and responsibilities to prevent and act 

against modern slavery. To endorse this statement the cabinet are making the commitments as 

outlined below: 

Proactive – improve awareness, understanding and identification of modern slavery with council 

staff and members being proactive in reporting suspected incidents. 

Protect – safeguard children and adults to not be at risk of modern slavery, and support victims 

with care and services. 

Partnership – to work in partnership with other agencies, residents and businesses to address the 

causes and effects of modern slavery on people. 

Providers – create effective systems and controls to safeguard against any form of modern 

slavery taking place through the contracts we hold. 



Prosecute – to work with agencies to gather evidence to hold perpetrators to account. 

Policies – to have in place the policies and practices that enable the reporting of modern slavery 

and reduces the exploitation of people in the first place. Infrastructure and transport – Cllr John 

Harrington In August, Cllr Harrington took a decision to pause and review the Hereford bypass 

and Southern Link Road schemes. This decision was called in by the General Scrutiny 

Committee in September, who recommended Cllr Harrington reconsider the decision in light of 

some specific recommendations. Cllr Harrington has now taken the further decision, giving due 

regard to the recommendations. The decision now includes the continuation of some project 

development activity already scheduled for the Southern link road (subject to funding), and the 

completion of a number of assessments and reports already underway for the Hereford bypass. It 

also confirms a commitment to consult widely during the review. I would like to thank the 

General Scrutiny Committee for their valuable feedback. 

Both the Hereford and South Wye Transport Packages include improvements to walking, 

cycling and public transport infrastructure in the City, and work towards the implementation of 

these will continue subject to funding being available. The scope of the review is now being 

considered, and a further decision on this will be taken by Cllr Harrington toward the end of the 

year. 

The new bike share scheme ‘Beryl Bikes’ launched in Hereford this summer and has been a 

tremendous success. Since the launch, Beryl cyclists have clocked up over 7,960 rides totalling 

over 20,400 km/miles As a hybrid of traditional bike share schemes with 150 bikes located over 

40 ‘Beryl bays’ across the city, the scheme is ideal for short trips in and around the city. The 

scheme has been extremely well received by local residents who have been enjoying the easy 

app-based system. 

The Hereford City Centre Transport Package (HCCTP) consists of the City link road (which 

opened in December 2017); a new transport hub at Hereford railway station and improvements 

to the public realm including improved walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure in 

Commercial Road, 

Blueschool Street and Newmarket Street. Following a period of design development, there will 

soon be a decision by Cllr Harrington to commence stakeholder engagement and public 

consultation about these proposals. 

Work will shortly commence on the review of the Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy. The 

existing Core Strategy provides a commitment to begin a review in 2019 and national policy 

requires a five-yearly review (the existing Core Strategy was adopted in 2015). Over the next 

few months the Cabinet will be working with officers to consider the scope and extent of the 

review and the timescale for preparation of the Plan. Initial work will begin on the preparation 

of key elements of supporting evidence and an assessment of the existing policies will be 

undertaken to help identify where changes are required. 

Health and Adult Wellbeing Cabinet Member, Cllr Pauline Crockett, 

The procurement of the community equipment service was launched in early October and has 

promoted the expected level of interest from the market. Cabinet will now be asked to approve 

the commissioning and the award of contract on 19 December. 



Herefordshire’s All Seasons Dance Studio was host to a ‘Music and Memories’ event for 

residents affected by dementia and their relatives and carers on Thursday 26 September. The 

dementia friendly tea dance was just one of thousands of events that have taken place on BBC 

World Music Day across the UK. The Herefordshire event successfully brought over 70 

residents together to enjoy an afternoon of music and laughter. The event was also attended by 

The Mayor of Herefordshire, Cllr Kath Hey, Herefordshire Council’s Chairman, Cllr Sebastian 

Bowen, Cabinet Member for Health and Adult Wellbeing, Cllr Pauline Crockett and Cllr David 

Summers. 

Association of Directors Adults Social Services (ADASS) undertook a peer review in 

September on the Adults & Communities directorate ambitious plans to promote wellbeing, 

protect vulnerable people and manage future demand for formal adult care services through new 

community partnerships. The “Talk Community” programme is an all encompassing approach 

to working with Herefordshire’s communities. 

The Peer Review team were asked to consider how our current plans and partnerships can be 

strengthened to increase or accelerate the impact on population wellbeing, community resilience 

and managing the demand for formal care. A feedback presentation was provided on the final 

day and we are awaiting the draft report. 

The Better Care Fund (BCF) is a programme spanning both the NHS and local government 

which seeks to join-up health and care services, so that people can manage their own health and 

wellbeing, and live independently in their communities for as long as possible. The BCF plan 

for 2019/20 has been submitted and is currently being reviewed through the regional and 

national assurance process. The Health and Wellbeing Board has approved the joint plan 

between the local authority and the CCG which agrees the joint funding for a number of 

schemes, services and initiatives, national conditions and performance metrics. The plan 

provided an updated on delivery during this year and the local health and social care integration 

plans. 

Apologies- update are awaited from Housing, Regulatory Services and Community Safety 

Cabinet Member If this becomes available shortly I will amend this document and recirculate. 

Decisions taken during October are available online Forthcoming decisions are available on the 

forward plan 

 
 


