
 

 

MONKLAND AND STRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes for the Annual Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 3rd May 2021 at 7.30p.m. 

This meeting was held via Zoom due to the Covid19 guidelines/restrictions. 

Website : monkland.org 

 

PRESENT:         Cllr. Alan Turner; Cllr Lesley Brook; Cllr M Louth; Cllr P Povall. 

  

Parish Clerk: Mrs Lesley Hay; Ward Cllr Trish Marsh and 4 members of the public.  

 

Chairman welcomed those present to this the Annual Parish Council Meeting 2021 

 

1. Cllr Lesley Brook was proposed, seconded and unanimously re-elected as 

Chairman.  Cllr Brook accepted and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of 

Chairman form. 

 

Cllr Brook then took over as Chair of the meeting. 

 

2. Cllr P. Povall was proposed; seconded and unanimously elected as Vice 

Chairman. 

 

3. Apologies for Absence: Cllr T Neave. 

 

4. All councillors confirmed there were no changes to their Declarations of Interest 

and Applications for Dispensation during the past two years.   

  

5  Elect other Officers: 

 5.1      The Clerk, Lesley Hay, was confirmed as Responsible Finance 

 Officer. 

5.2 Footpath Officer – Cllr P Povall 

5.3 Representative to the Village Hall Committee – Cllr L Brook 

 

  6. To Receive Reports: 

6.1        Ward Cllr Trish Marsh  

 

A resident raised concerns with regard to the state of the roads and pavements 

throughout Leominster town centre.  After discussion, it was agreed that these 

defects would be best reported online by as many folks as possible – multi 

reporting has more impact. 

           

7.        Open session - Matters raised by local residents.   



 

 

Mr K Wheeler explained that he would, weather permitting, be mowing the 

Village Green (opposite his house) next week - and would replace any broken 

bollards. Bollards to be supplied by Cll Povall. 

 

Footpath MK23 A resident reported a broken plank on the bridge – footpath 

officer will replace/repair. 

 

The boundary fence alongside the Pleck Orchard development.  It has been 

established that the two residents do not own this hedge – and although willing 

to maintain their garden side – it is not on their deeds so they have no 

responsibility to maintain the footpath side. The clerk explained that she had 

contacted the developer – and they were obtaining the original purchase 

documents to try and ascertain who does own the hedge.  The Clerk will follow 

this up for the next meeting. 

 

Footpath MK8 and MK12 – these two footpaths are contacted by a permissive 

path over privately owned land.  After discussion, it was agreed to try and 

reinstate the link between these two paths by contacting the Historical 

Association who are actively working to reinstate old forgotten footpaths. 

 

It was suggested that the Village Green over by Moor’s Brook be planted up as a 

woodland.  This was generally thought to be a good idea - Cllr. Povall will look 

into possible grants etc and bring back to the next meeting.  

 

There was discussion with regard to the increase in Precept for 2021-22 and the 

reasons for this increase had been explained in detail within the Chairman’s 

report. 

 

This item carried forward from the Annual Parish Meeting - 

Telephone Box - It was established that the telephone box is owned by the Parish 

Council – having been donated by Nicky Thomas to the village in memory of her 

husband Clive Thomas.  The box is in a poor state of repair and the books are 

damp.  After some discussion – Cllr Lough very kindly offered to clear it out; 

repair and repaint and check that the door is secure. 

 

The Chairman reported that the resident from Mill Cottage had approached her 

with an offer of help – so it was agreed that Cllr Turner will liaise with the 

resident and with Cllr Lough.  It was suggested once the work had been carried 

out – an article be placed in the Newsletter asking folk for thoughts for future 

use. 

 



 

 

It was agreed that the Notice Board outside the Village Hall is in need of repair 

or maybe even to be replaced.  To be discussed further at next meeting. 

 

 Chairman Closed open session 

 

8. To Approve Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 16th March 2021 

It was unanimously agreed that the minutes represented a true record and that 

they should be adopted and signed by the Chairman. 

  

  9. Finance Matters: 

 

 9.1 End of year 2020-21 Bank Balances had been circulated 

 9.2 To Approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2020/21 

  

The Annual Governance Statement for 2020/20121 read out by the 

Chairman was agreed and accepted by Council. The External Audit Form 

was duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as Responsible Finance 

Officer. 

  

9.3 To Approve the Annual Accounts for 2020/2021 

The Annual Accounts for 2020/2021 had been audited and these were 

agreed and accepted by Council.  The External Audit form was completed 

and signed by the Chairman and Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer. 

 

9.4    The Certificate of Exemption was signed and together with the 

        contact details will be returned to the External Auditor. 

 

The Notice of Date of Commencement of Period of the Exercise of Rights is ready 

to be displayed on the 12th June 2021 for 30 working days up to and including 

24h July 2021. 

 

The Clerk informed those present that all documentation would be up loaded on 

to the website as appropriate and displayed on the village Notice Boards within 

the appropriate time scale. 

 

 9.5 It was unanimously agreed to appoint Robert Taplin as Internal 

          Auditor. 

 

9.6 To Consider and Approve payment of outstanding invoices – 

           Schedule of Payments had been circulated 



 

 

9.6.2. It was unanimously agreed to pay the outstanding invoices – the 

clerk raised the cheques and these were signed.  

9.6.3    The 2021-2022 insurance policy proposal from Zurich Municipal 

has not yet been received due to the PC meeting being held earlier than 

usual.  Once received, the Clerk will circulate and, if agreed, the clerk will 

raise the cheque in order for insurance cover to commence from 1st June 

2021. 

9.6.4    It was unanimously agreed to donate £250 to church yard 

maintenance. 

9.6.5 It was unanimously agreed to make a donation of £50.00 as a gift 

for the Internal Auditor – Clerk to purchase a voucher and card of thanks. 

 

10. The Standing Orders together with the Financial Regulations/Financial Risk 

Assessment and Safe Guarding Policy had not changed since last year – these were 

discussed and adopted.  The Clerk explained that the Local Government Association 

have prepared a Model Councillor Code of Conduct 2020. It was agreed that, until such 

times as this is available for consideration, the original Code of Conduct should be 

adopted. 

 

All Councillors present agreed to abide by the Code of Conduct. 

 

11. Lengthsman/Locality Steward. 

 

11.1 D C Gardening Contract/Insurance 2021/2022 – has been signed and return 

to D C Gardening. 

 

11.2 Lengthsman work sheet – June/July 2021 – nothing outstanding. 

 

11.3 The Chairman and Clerk have signed the Contract between Herefordshire 

Council and the Parish Council with regard to Parish Lengthsman schemes 2021-

2022 and this has been submitted. 

 

11.4 The Clerk was asked to arrange for the road sweeper. It is understood that 

the road sweeper is contracted to come to Monkland twice a year – however, it 

has been about 3 years since it last came despite various requests. 

 

12.    Footpath Officers Report & Common Report – May 2021 Very little to report 

regarding the footpaths as I have not walked them much over the last 5-weeks and 

maintenance has had to be put on hold, all thanks to me being diagnosed with a blood 

clot in my leg (not vaccine related) just before Easter. Hopefully this will be resolved 

enough for me to crack on with the regular maintenance again soon.  

 

I am aware of a few places which need the hedges cutting back over stiles and some 

grass clearance and will get to these as soon as possible.  



 

 

 

I have also handed out and emailed yet more copies of the footpath map. Please let me 

know if you would like a copy.  

 

In the meantime, thank you to everyone who has been doing their bit to help keep paths 

clear and free from litter.  

 

With regard to the common, the grass has been harrowed (thank you to Derek). Having 

requested the needs of the three commoners with grazing rights, Jonathan Bengough 

and Richard Marfell have relinquished their share of the hay crop this year, allowing 

their shares of the 2021 crop to be sold and any money raised donated to the church. I 

have advised the third commoner, Bernard Crick, of this and have left it with them to 

make arrangements for the hay to be harvested, with them taking their share of the crop 

in the usual way.  

 

I would also like to thank Keith and Lynne Wheeler and Ian and Suzie Forster for 

joining me on 1st May to complete some planting of native, wildlife friendly, flowers 

and grasses around the drainage works near Monkland Village Hall. Whilst it may not 

look like we have done much now it will hopefully flourish over the next few months.  

 

Thank you all for your continued support and enjoyment of our natural resources. 

 Peter Povall  

Email: peter@hufc.com   

Tel no: - 01568 720250 

 

13.     Planning matters – no new planning applications have been 

received since last meeting. Information has been received from Balfour Beatty (and 

circulated) with regard to Public Path Diversion Order – Footpath MK1 (Part 1) 

Monkland. This is a very short diversion of about 50 yards and will cause minimal 

disruption. 

 

14.     Speeding issues.  Cllr Louth explained that Cllr Neave was in touch 

with Ian Connelley – Safer Roads Team and with the Police Commissioner regarding 

possible funding from the new financial year’s budget.  Update on these discussions 

will be brought to the next meeting. 

 

15.    Items for the Next Agenda ([no discussion) 

 

16. Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting confirmed as Tuesday 20th July 2021 

7.00p.m.  Depending on the current guidelines – this meeting will be held in the 

village hall. Clerk to confirm availability of the Village Hall. 

 

Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00p.m. 

 
Signed: …………………………..           Date: ……………………………….. 



 

 

 

 

Ward Report from Cllr Trish Marsh: May 2021 

 

 Congratulations to all at Monkland PC on fitting this annual meeting in before the 

artificial cut off for remote meetings! Herefordshire Council have objected to this ruling, 

which makes no sense while substantive national Covid legislation is still in force. We 

are glad to see that case levels locally remain low (32/100,00 on 3/5/21/).  

 

We have some high-level changes at Herefordshire Council. Cath Knowles is now 

Interim Head of Children’s Services after a highly critical judgment by Justice Keehan of 

the authority’s handling of a complex case involving a family in care. We will be 

working with national agencies and an Independent advisor as we audit all live cases 

and ensure our culture and practice is fit for purpose.  

 

Paul Walker takes over today as Chief Executive. He has been a CX in Cumbrian, so 

knows rural issues well. Recently he has been working in West London, leading a cross 

borough approach to green recovery.  

 

We also have new joint Heads at Leominster Primary School, where two very capable 

and experienced Helens are taking over from Tim Mamak, who has worked tirelessly 

on risk assessments and protocols to allow the school to run safely.  

 

 

Westfield Special School celebrate their 50th anniversary this year. It is good news that 

the council has now agreed a feasibility study to renew their buildings, which have 

been in poor state of repair for some time. 

 

 Balfour Beatty have recently run briefings on their annual public realm programme for 

this year, with a specific session for the parishes around Leominster, which I attended. 

Once again, the overall spend is down due to funding constraints. This year there will 

be a focus on drainage, footways and structures such as bridges. Resurfacing will 

continue whenever funds are available – central government pots often appear at short 

notice. 

 

 Payment support is changing for farmers post Brexit: an increasing proportion of 

payments they receive will related to provision of public goods, including access, 

biodiversity and animal welfare. The current direct payments will be entirely phased 

out by 2028. We hope very much this switch will incentivise appropriate use of manure 

to minimise run off into our rivers. Poor practice is one of the contributors to the high 

phosphate levels in the Lugg which are currently blocking construction locally. The 

Council is working actively with many agencies and Powys, upstream, to find 

solutions. Partner include Welsh Water, who are investing in upgrades of sewage works 

in the next few years, including Leominster.  

 



 

 

Congratulation to Leominster Foodbank, which has just become a charity. They are now 

based at the Old Priory in Leominster. The Foodbank have had a very busy year and 

their many volunteers have responded magnificently to the increased level of need – 

and several changes of premises. As well as their normal service they run regular food 

shares with fresh food supplied by supermarkets and have also provided holiday packs 

for families whose children qualify for Free School Meals. They will shortly be opening 

a Community Money Advice Connect Centre to help clients deal with their financial 

issues. Volunteers are sought to help with roles relating to this. Leominster is a town 

where many are on low wages and/or with zero hours contracts so this will be a great 

practical help in guiding people to support. 

 

 Let us hope as we move into spring and sunlight that we will be able to unlock safely 

and once again meet more freely in person! 

 


